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Notes from the President 

We are finally at the point of getting to some sense of 

normal.  However, we are not completely there yet.  On June 

5th many of us were able to help Skip & Maureen celebrate 

their 50th wedding anniversary with a parade of 32 COB cars 

passing by the church after their ceremony.  We were able to 

pull it off without them knowing and I know they both 

appreciated the recognition form everyone. Afterword for 

the first time this season everyone was able to bring their 

own lunch and socialize on the grounds of the church. 

     On Wednesday the 17th a group of 24 cars traveled to 

Letchworth State Park.  Everyone again brought their own 

lunch.  After about 2 hours of conversation we cruised the 

length of the park to the upper-middle falls area.  The day 

was capped off with a stop at Charcoal Corral for ice cream.  

Everyone enjoyed the day and asked that we do it again.  

Another trip is being planned for a weekend day in July. 

New Cancellations & Postponements: 

July 11, 2020.  COB Monthly meeting.     Cancelled, Per State 

& Church Guidelines 

July 5, 2020.  12th Annual Classics on the Niagara.     

Rescheduled for Sept. 6, 2020 

Aug 2, 2020.  16th Annual Caravan.     Club only cruise is being 

planned for that date 

      At this time, we are planning a club meeting at our picnic 

in August with the possibility of resuming regular meetings in 

September. As the health of our members are of the utmost 

importance will continue to follow all church, state & local 

guidelines, so watch your email for COB updates. 

STAY HEALTHY, STAY SAFE!      

Save the Wave 

Bob 

 

 

 

July, 2020 

 

Notes from the editor 

It’s 1977, Apple Computer is born and the 
Raiders beat the Vikings in Superbowl XI. 
Jimmy Carter is sworn in as POTUS 39 while 
snows fall in Miami. 
January 28th brings the great blizzard of ’77 to 
Buffalo. 
April brings the inaugural games of the Toronto 
Blue Jays and Seattle Mariners. 
May debuts STAR WARS and Montreal beats 
Boston for the Stanley Cup 
In June, the Supremes perform their last concert 
and Elvis Presley does the same. 
August sees the capture of “Son of Sam” and the 
death of Elvis 
The Yankees beat the Dodgers in the world 
series and Saturday Night Fever hits the big 
screen.  Meanwhile the radio plays “I just want 
to be your everything” and “Best of my Love” 
while we watch “Laverne & Shirley” and “Happy 
Days”.  At the theaters we watched “Star Wars: 
Episode IV” and “Close Encounters of the 3rd 
Kind”. 
The Bills struggle to a 3-11 season and the Sabres 
skate to 44-19-7 
The Corvette marketing department chose the 
easier path.  
 

Please support our advertisers 
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Officers 
President-------Bob Joseph---------------716-440-6091 
Vice President- Lowell Rothenberger-716-675-9467 
Treasurer-------Maryanne Pastore-----716-694-9024 
Secretary-------Karen Rothenberger---716-675-9467 

Board of Directors  
Sue Blum-------------------------- 716-903-5753 
Debbie Schafer ------------------716-551-6999 
Mike Blum-------------------------716-907-8863 
Jim Kuczmarski-------------------716-633-9290 
Dave Spencer---------------------716-353-2457 
George Sparks--------------------716-432-8799 
Jim Decker ------------------------716-652-2169 

Committees 
Membership                    Barbara Lipome  
              716-691-8845 
Newsletter                    Larry Dudeck 
                                                   716-634-7391 
Phone Comm.                    Lynda Graham 
              716-741-3350 
Sunshine Comm.               Karen Rothenberger 
              716-675-9467           
                                              Diane Skeide 876-1197 
Webmaster        Lynn Kelly 
                                                   716-681-7931 
                                                  lehkelly@hotmail.com 
Activities Dir.                      Lynda Graham 
               716-741-3350 
Club Photographer             Dan Krakowski 675-5880                                                       
           Dave Spencer   353 2457 
Face Book page Manager Dan Wroblewski 
                                                    585 318 4480 
Liaison for Out of Town Corvette Clubs 
                                                Mike & Lee Buccilli 
                                                    716-648-2037 
*********************************************M

eeting every second Saturday of the month at 
First Presbyterian Church 

9675 Main St. Clarence, NY, 14031 
Meeting starts 7:00 p.m. 

*********************************************** 

Visit us at:     http://www.corvettesofbuffalo.com/ 

Send Newsletter Articles To: Larry Dudeck 

E-Mail: corvettebuffaloeditor@yahoo.com 

Submissions must be in by the 27th 

Late submissions will be published the following month. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                           

 July Anniversaries 

 

6th    Rocco & Debbie Buccilli 

12th  Etiene &Julia Kojsza 

11th  Joanne & Paul Brozyna 

17th  Jim & Marie Fetes  

24th  Rich & Patti Kirkland 

26th  Dave & Kathy Huber 

 

 

July Birthdays 

 

 

 

1st  Mike Erdey 

1st Val Horan 

9th Jim Kuczmarski 

10th      Joanne Brozyna 

13th  Carl Balmas 

17th Sue Blum 

18th      Debbie Tkach 

20th  Roberta Strychalski 

29th John Heffernan 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.corvettesofbuffalo.com/
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2020 Calendar of Events - (March 27, 2020) 

 

The following list of Events were reviewed by the Board of Directors and are being listed for Members to select and plan 

your activities. While these Events are being listed, there will be additional events that will be added as the season 

progresses. This calendar will be updated and available online. The updated calendar will also be posted on our web 

page.  If you know of any events that we should add to the list please let us know.   

Shows and Events – 2020            

Note: Please Check the Clutch Artist Calendar for more details…….  

         Weekly Cruise Nights details are listed on Clutch Artist Calendar, Pages 1, 2 & 3  

July 1  COB – Vettes & Vets Corvette Show- Cancelled due to Covid-19 

July 4  Grand Island Parade - 8am at Burger King   - Frank Pastore? 

July 5  Niawanda Park Car Show -Vietnam Vets; River Rd. Tonawanda NY – 9am – 4pm  

July 5-10 NCCC National Convention, Indianapolis, Indiana  

July 9  Annual Queen of Heaven Carnival Super Cruise, 4220 Seneca St. W. Seneca, NY 4pm-8pm   

July 10   St. John Paul II Lawn Fete Car Show, 2052 Lakeview Rd. Lakeview NY 4pm-8pm  

July 11  Pirates Festival Car Show – Krull Park, Olcott, NY (9am-3pm)  

July11      COB Club Meeting – Clarence Church (7pm- 9pm)   

July 12  Summerama Car Show – Am. Legion Geo. Lamb Post, 962 Wehrle Dr. 9am – 4pm   

July 15  Annual Beechwood Homes Root Beer Float Cruise, Millersport Rd. Getzville, NY 5pm-8pm  

July 17  Annual St. Johns Cruise Night- 2021 Sandridge Rd. Alden, NY 4pm - ? 

July 17-19 Syracuse Nationals – Hot Rod Show, NYS Fairgrounds, 581 State Fair Blvd.     

July 18  Burgerfest Car Show- Main St. Hamburg, NY 12noon - 4pm   

July 18  Man Up Car Show – East Amherst Fire Hall, 9100 Transit Rd.  – 9am- 4pm   

July 19  Springville Vol. Fire Car Show- Fireman’s Park, 71 Nason Blvd. 10am- 3pm  

July 22   22th Annual Canalfest Car Show –Main St. Tonawanda, NY (meet at 3pm-  )   

July 25-26    Sylvan Beach All Corvette Show – Trip to Sylvan Beach, NY  9am-4pm  

July 26  Sanborn- Lewiston Farm Festival & Classic Car Show – 2660 Saunders Settlement Rd. 8am  
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July 26  16th Annual Alden Car Show- Alden Town Park, 9am 6pm  

August 2 COB All Corvette Caravan   Assemble Made in America Store Elma, NY, CoB members only 

August 3 Taste of Clarence at Town Park –Main St.  2:00pm  

August 4 Rotary Club Antique & Classic Car Show – Depew HS, Transit Rd. 3pm-8pm  

August 7 St. Gabriel’s Super Cruise – 5271 Clinton St. Elma, NY (3pm -8pm)  

August 9    COB Annual Picnic– Gratwick Fire Hall, NY 11am  

August 11 Lockport Presbyterian Home Annual Car Cruise, 327 High St. 6pm-8pm 

August 12 Brothers of Mercy Classic Car Show & Concert 10570 Bergtold Rd. Clarence, 4pm  

August 14 Church of Annunciation Car Cruise, 7580 Clinton, Elma, NY 5pm-9pm  

August 14 Cataract Cruiser Super Cruise, Academy Park, Lewiston, NY 5pm- dark  

August 14-15 Woodward Dream Cruise, Detroit, Michigan                                                                             

August 15 UAW Car Show & Auto Expo - 200 Upper Mountain Rd. Lockport, NY 9am-4pm  

August 16 Kenmore Super Cruise – Delaware Rd 10am-3pm  

August 22 Allegany Mountain Resort Super Cruise & Car Show at Rainbow Lake Resort,  

  6994 Plato Rd. East Otto, NY  12pm - 5pm  

August 23 Rockin Blues Bike & Car Show, Bowen Rd. Grove, Lancaster, NY 12pm- 9pm  

August 23 Summerfest at the Sal IV - Car & Bike Show & Concert - 1201 Hyde Park Blvd.  

  Niagara Falls, NY   Car Show 11am-4pm/ Concert Bands 11am-7pm    

August 24 Lockport Cruise Night - with Terry Buchwald, Ida Fritz Park, 5pm   

August 26 Medina Super Cruise, Main St. 5pm- 9pm (see Dan & Debbie Wroblewski)  

August 27-30  Corvettes at Carlisle – Carlisle Fairgrounds, Pa.      

August 29 Mount St. Mary’s Super Cruise 3756 Delaware Ave. Kenmore, NY 11am-4pm  

August 30 Toy Town Car Show – Main St. East Aurora, NY 9am   

August 30 Autumn Classic Sports Car Show, Como Park Blvd. Lancaster, NY 9am- 4pm    

   

September 5  Olcott Beach Super Car Show – Krull Park, 8am – 5 pm   

   Classics on the Niagara (rescheduled from July 1st) 

September 6  West Seneca Police PBA Car Show/ Taste of W.Seneca 1250 Union Rd. 9am- 4pm  

September 8  Uncle Joe’s Fall Final Cruise – 4869 Southwestern Blvd, Hamburg, NY 5pm-9pm  
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September 9  Elderwood Williamsville Cruise, 5271 Main St. 6pm - 8pm  

September 12  COB Meeting & Club Dues – Clarence Church – 7pm       

September 12  Akron Super Cruise & Craft Show- 9am-4pm   

September 12  Buffalo Launch Club Car & Boat Show, 503 River Rd. Grand Island, 9am-4pm   

September 13  Middleport End of Summer Super Cruise, Main St. 12pm-4pm  

September 13  Colden Car Show, Fire Hall 8448 Gutekunst Rd. (Rt 240) 9am-5pm   

September 13   Ohio Corvette Alliance Show, Lancaster, Ohio   

September 14  WNYCC Fall Super Cruise – Matt Urban VFW Post, 3741 Walden Ave.  

Lancaster, NY 4pm  

September 20  Pembroke Kiwanis Car Show – Town Park Rt.77, 9am – 4pm   

September 20  Ellicottville Car Show – Rockin Oldies 9am – 4pm  

September 20  Orleans County Fairgrounds Car & Craft Show- Rt. 31 Medina, NY  8am- 4pm 

September 20   Breast Cancer Car Show, West Herr 3575 Southwestern Blvd. O-Park, 10am-3pm   

September 21  Fellowship Wesleyan Church Car Show, 1645 Southwestern, West Seneca 10am- 4pm   

September 26  Cruisin for a Cure Car Show, Roswell Park 665 Elm St. Buffalo, 7am- 4pm  

October 3  Hilton Apple Fest, Hilton, NY 8am-4pm 

October 10         COB Club Meeting – Clarence Church – 7pm   

October 11         Peek & Peek Car Show 1405 Ye Old Road, Clymer, NY  9am - 4pm  

November 14   COB Meeting – Elections!  

December 13   COB Christmas Luncheon, Ilio’s DiPaolo’s – Karen & George Sparks    
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We wish to thank everyone who participated in the parade outside St. Mary's Church to congratulate us on our 50th 

Wedding Anniversary. What a complete surprise as we walked out of the Church and saw the long parade of Corvettes 

lined up! We had no idea our daughter Kate had contacted Bob Joseph to pull off this surprise parade and with a safe 

"social distancing" COB gathering following the parade behind the Church. Afterwards, she said "I hope you're not 

mad?"  

While our 50th Anniversary celebration was planned to be a small immediate family only event but thanks to our 

daughter Kate, it turned out to be an awesome day as we enjoyed seeing our extended COB family for the first Corvette 

gathering of 2020.  

We want to also thank you for all the cards and emails we received!  

Skip & Maureen Polowy  
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All photos courtesy of Dave Spencer  
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Obituary 

DECKER – Jim, beloved husband of Terry Decker (Frances T. Duggan) 
passed away peacefully on Saturday at age 77 after a battle with 
cancer.  He spent his last days surrounded by his immediately family in 
the comfort of his home in East Aurora.   He is survived by his wife of 52 
years; his sons Patrick (Stacey) and Christopher (Wendy); 4 
grandchildren: Emily, Anna, Grayson & Fiona; his brother Jack (Sue); 
and his close cousins.  Loving son of the late John and Lore Decker of 
Cheektowaga. 

Jim provided for his family with a great life including many memorable 
camping trips and world travels.  He served his community with giving 
activities including being a career teacher and coach (Riverside HS, 
Canisius College, Cheektowaga Central HS), is a 32 year member of the 
Ski Patrol at Holiday Valley, and held officer positions with; The Sandy 
Hook Shore Patrol, The Wendt/Bennet Beach Life Guarding staff, The 
Cheektowaga Teacher’s Union, The National Ski Patrol, The Ellicottville 
Ski Club, Corvettes of Buffalo and various HOAs.  
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Jim Decker, beloved husband of Terry Decker (Frances T. Duggan) passed away peacefully on 
May 30th, 2020, at the age of 77 following a battle with cancer. He spent his last days 
surrounded by his immediate family in the comfort of his home in East Aurora. 
Jim was born in Buffalo and attended Hutch Tech High School and the University at Buffalo 
‘64. He developed an early love for swimming and the outdoors, which led to a wonderful 
life filled with adventure, travel, learning, education and leadership in all the things he 
enjoyed. 
Jim was a swimmer and a lifeguard and became swim captain of both his high school and 
college swim teams. Following graduation, Jim took a position at Sandy Hook State Park in 
NJ, ultimately becoming the captain of a 60-person ocean lifeguard staff. Later, Jim returned 
to Buffalo and was instrumental in starting and managing the lifeguarding program at Erie 
County’s Wendt Beach Park for many years. 
Jim received his degree in teaching and was a physical education instructor and a coach at 
Riverside High School, Canisius College and Cheektowaga Central, coaching various sports 
including swimming, soccer, volleyball, and cross-country. 
Jim and his wife raised their sons, Patrick and Christopher in West Seneca instilling a love for 
the outdoors and adventure in his family. They enjoyed many years of swimming, boating, 
water skiing and camping with his extended family traveling summers throughout NY and 
Canada. Jim expanded his and his family’s passion to include winter skiing, largely influenced 
by his Uncle Heinz Wolf; which evolved to a second career in ski patrolling. 
Jim was introduced to winter skiing as a young boy by his uncle, who himself was a 
passionate skier and an early member of the ski patrol at Holiday Valley Ski Resort in 
Ellicottville, NY. In the late 1980s looking for an outdoor family activity, Jim started as a 
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volunteer member of the ski patrol, ultimately becoming the Ski Patrol’s Section Chief and 
Region Director. He was on the Eastern Division Board of Directors, National Ski Patrol Board 
of Directors, and was the 60th member inducted into the National Ski Patrol Hall of Fame in 
2019. Local, regional and national designations/awards received over his 32-year career 
(national number 9340) included: First Aid Instructor, Instructor Trainer, Yellow Merit Star 
(2), Blue Merit Star (2), Purple Merit Star, Western New York Patroller of the Year -twice, 
Distinguished Service Award, Eastern Division Outstanding Administrator, and The National 
Board Service Award. Jim was also involved socially and was a member of the Ellicottville Ski 
Club Board, serving as President. He was a member of the Board of Directors for both 
Wildflower and Elk Creek HOAs in Ellicottville. 
Jim and Terry spent their summers traveling to all 50 states, Canada, Europe, Australia/New 
Zealand and the Caribbean. He was an avid scuba diver and enjoyed finding his mother’s 
roots in Germany especially enjoyable. He enjoyed camping, fly fishing, especially hunting 
and traveled to Colorado, New Mexico and Labrador to do so. He enjoyed riding Harley 
Davidson Motorcycles and most recently joined the Board of Directors for the Corvettes of 
Buffalo, and enjoyed many cruise nights and many social activities. 
Jim’s long career and passion for everything outdoors was lovingly and graciously shared 
with his family, including his four grandchildren. Always with his “safety first” mindset and 
his desire to educate he introduced them to everything he knew. He had an activity for every 
season and every location and enjoyed being an active “Papa” for all of his years. He enjoyed 
watching his grandchildren play and compete in various activities from a young age, 
including town high school sports; however, by far the most memorable activity will always 
be enjoying the beautiful sunny slopes at Holiday Valley with his family. 
Jim is survived by his wife of 52 years, his sons Patrick (Stacey) and Christopher (Wendy); 4 
grandchildren: Emily, Anna, Grayson & Fiona; his brother Jack (Sue); and his close cousins. 
Loving son of the late John and Lore Decker of Cheektowaga. Celebration of life will be 
scheduled at a future time 
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June 4, 2020 
 

 

 

Museum to Reopen Monday, June 8 
 
Have we mentioned lately that we miss you all? The long-awaited day of reopening is slated for Monday, June 
8 and we are ready and waiting! Normal hours of operation will resume starting Monday and are 8am-5pm CT.  
  
You'll notice a few changes have been made to ensure your health and safety, as well as that of our staff 
including acrylic barriers at customer interaction points, hand sanitizer provided throughout the Museum, and 
social distancing reminders both on the floor, via signage, and PA announcements. We have increased the 
frequency of our cleaning, perform daily temperature checks of our staff and have temporarily limited access 
to items like touch screens in the Museum. While face masks are not required, we have provided them to our 
staff, and have some available should a visitor request one. 
  
We hope you'll consider planning a visit to see all the new and exciting changes to YOUR museum! 
 
Here's some good news to pass on to the club in your next newsletter!!  Hope NYS opens up soon!!  That's 
when I'll head north!! 
                                                                                    John Meyerhoff 
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Every time one turns around, he or she is hit with more bad news about Covid-19, 

its effect on family, friends and the economy.  Other than follow the CDC 

guidelines, there isn’t much more we can do.  But one thing we can do is think 

positive about our future and have some pleasant thoughts about the past.   Since 

nobody is sure just how long before we can return to normal, I’ve spread these 

photos out over the last two issues of the newsletter.  This is the last of three 

installments.  Hopefully, we’ll soon be back a “new” normal, whatever that may 

look like.   

 So, in no particular order, are pictures of our fellow CoB members and their 

drivers.   

 

We can thank Dave Spencer for these. 
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ANNUAL 

CORVETTES OF BUFFALO PICNIC 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2020 

11:00 AM UNTIL 4:00 PM 

GRATWICK HOSE COMPANY 

110 WARD ROAD, NORTH TONAWANDA 

This is a FREE Event! 

There is no registration for this event and please remember to maintain 

social distancing 

Due to Covid 19 emergency, Gratwick has closed it’s outdoor kitchen for 

Summer 2020. 

This year’s Picnic will be BRING YOUR OWN FOOD AND BEVERAGES! 

We have use of the Pavillion, Picnic Tables, Bathrooms, Parking and Grounds. 

Feel free to bring your own chairs, tents/canopies, small grills, coolers or umbrellas.  

 

 

Any Questions can be directed to George & Karen Sparks      716 432-8799 (G) 

                                           716-432-8114 (K) 
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CHURCH DONATIONS 

In the months to follow, needed donations requested by the church are as follows: 

  The one thing we all care about more than our Corvettes is the health and wellbeing of our family, friends and 
ourselves.  The global outbreak and spread of COVID-19 is greatly affecting the way we all live our lives.  For those still in 
the workforce who may be laid off are affected more than those of us who are retired.  Therefore, I am asking everyone 
to continue to make contributions to the church food bank.  I had a conversation with Jim Owen today and he tells me 
that they are in need of any nonperishable items as usual.  He tells me that donations can be placed in an outside bench 
at the rear of the church. For anyone concerned, no physical contact needs to be made.  Just lift the seat and place items 
underneath.  The bench is emptied on a daily basis.  I hope this message finds everyone well.  Please follow all federal 
and local guidelines to ensure that all COB members stay healthy and safe.  Thanks.  

Bob 

The Clarence Community Food Pantry was started in 1980 by Nancy May to assist less fortunate 
local families. The pantry is located at Clarence Presbyterian Church and serves residents of 
Clarence, Clarence Center, Town of Clarence and the Clarence School District.  
 

Many organizations and individuals throughout the Clarence area contribute food and monetary 
donations as well as time and it is deeply appreciated!  
 

Please contact Jim Owen, Coordinator for donations or client appointments.  
Jim can be reached at 716-310-5447 or ccp@clarencepresby.org. 

 

 

 

JULY – condiments, canned meats, tuna, spam, SpaghettiOs, spaghetti 

sauce 

 

AUG – PICNIC – NO DONATIONS 

 

SEPTEMBER - laundry products and toiletries 

 

  

mailto:ccp@clarencepresby.org
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History of the Corvette, part 24 

 The 1977 Corvette was almost a rehash of the 1976 edition.  The most notable feature of the ’77 ‘vette occurred on 
March 15th, 1977 when the 500,000th Corvette rolled off the assembly line.  A record number of cars, 49,213, were built 
at a record base price of $8647. 

Some improvements over last year’s offering was the shortening of the steering column by 2 inches which allowed for 
easier entry and exit by the driver.  The interior rear-view mirror mounting was moved to the windshield for better 
rearward visibility.  Changes in the center console help in access to the parking brake lever. 

Stylistic changes were limited to the replacement of the word “Stingray” from the front fender to the crossed flags.  
Leather seats were now standard. 

Engine and transmission options were not changed.  The standard was the 180 HP 5.7 L V8 with an option for 210 HP.  
The higher power option was not available in Canada and California. 

The marketing folks at Chevy decided “if it aint broke, don’t fix it”. 

 

The 1977 interior.  Note the steering wheel is now 3 spokes.  Leather seats are now standard. 
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Note the change in logos above the front fenders 
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Rescheduled to Labor Day Weekend 
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And last but not least… 
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 MAJOR SPONSOR for CORVETTES of BUFFALO 
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https://www.treadcitytire.com/index.htm 

89 Thompson Street 

North Tonawanda, NY 14120 

(716) 693-4800 

3440 Genesee Street                                           

Cheektowaga, NY 14225                                     

(716) 204-8413 

6563 S. Transit Road 

Lockport, NY  14094 

(716) 589-5024 

Corvettes of Buffalo Advertisers Pages 

https://www.treadcitytire.com/index.htm
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NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE AD FORM 
 
Corvettes of Buffalo offer ad space in its monthly newsletter, on its website and 
on our Facebook page. Please review existing ads and newsletters at 
www.corvettesofbuffalo.com. 
 
Our ad rates for one year, beginning with receipt of payment, are: 
 
BUSINESS CARD 1/8 page   $40.00 
¼ page      $75.00 
½ page       $135.00 
Full page      $250.00 

 
Any questions. Please contact: Sue Blum- 716-903-5753         
Email: seb195@roadrunner.com 
 

 
Thank you in advance for your support of CORVETTES of BUFFALO. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please complete:  BUSINESS NAME________________________________ 
                                   CONTACT PERSON_____________________________ 
                                   PHONE #              ________________________________ 
Please make checks payable to: Corvettes of Buffalo 

Mail to:  Corvettes of Buffalo 
P.O. Box 161 
West Seneca, New York 14224 

 
INCLUDE: 1) Business card and/or art work 
                    2) Completed form 
                    3) Payment 

 
Office Use:  Date Received__________1 yr. notification date_______ 
 

http://www.corvettesofbuffalo.com/

