Volume 41,
Issue 03
MARCH 2021

VETTE NEWS SINCE 1981
STAY HEALTHY, STAY
SAFE, and Save the Wave!

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Note: If you find any mistakes in
this newsletter, please bring them
to my attention. This is a quality
document and, as editor, I expect
nothing less than perfection.

Save
the Wave
THE
PRESIDENT
SPEAKS:

Save the Wav
One of the things I hear from members that I talk
to is when can we get together with everyone and
that they miss seeing their friends. Well after a long
winter, things are starting to look up. As of now we
are 2 weeks away from the beginning of daylight
savings time and 3 weeks from the start of spring.
There has been great news on the COVID front as the
WNY infection rate is down to approximately 3% and
things are starting to open up safely. Many of our
members who have chosen to do so have had or in
the process of receiving their vaccinations and this will
give all of us a since of security.
In the past month the church has contacted me
asking what our intentions are for meetings going
forward. I advised them that I have made the decision
to hold a board meeting in March with the possibility
of resuming regular board/club meetings in April
following board approval. Meetings would be of
course held with the usual safety protocols in place.

Though they may still be tough to get, I urge
everyone, that is able, to get a Covid shot to do so. Our
organization is large and growing. These shots help
protect both that person and the public around
him/her. Many health professionals have labored to
make our country safe and we owe it to them and our
families to help them help us. This pandemic has
touched all of us in ways we could not have foreseen
and my heart goes out to those that have suffered and
also lost friends and family members to it.
In the coming months, we will hopefully be able to
safely resume monthly meetings.

WNY COVID guides
Corvettes of Buffalo will continue to meet all guidelines
to keep our members safe, with general meetings
remaining cancelled. We will make an announcement
when we are able to resume.

I have asked the board members to present their
ideas for safe outdoor events to kick off the season
that most members would be comfortable attending
and I am asking you the membership to do so also. I
know all of us are ready to get out and enjoy the
corvette season, it has been a long time coming.
Bob Joseph

Watch for “COB UPDATES” and check Members Only
Section of the Web Site.
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF

www.corvettesofbuffalo.com

Editor: And for the newer
members, here’s a shot of
the club’s First Lady, Norma
Joseph
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Officers

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES:

President-------Bob Joseph---------------716-440-6091
Vice President- Lowell Rothenberger-716-675-9467
Treasurer-------Marianne Pastore-----716-694-9024
Secretary-------Karen Rothenberger---716-675-9467

13th
10th

Mike & Sue Blum
Mark & Janet Craft

Board of Directors
Sue Blum-------------------------- 716-903-5753
Debbie Schafer ------------------716-551-6999
Mike Blum-------------------------716-907-8863
Jim Kuczmarski-------------------716-633-9290
Dave Spencer---------------------716-353-2457
George Sparks--------------------716-432-8799
Terry Decker----------------------716-912-2368

Committees
Membership

Barbara Lipome
716-691-8845
Newsletter
Dave Spencer
716-353-2457
Phone Comm.
Lynda Graham
716-741-3350
Sunshine Comm.
Karen Rothenberger
716-675-9467
Diane Skeide 876-1197
Webmaster
Lynn Kelly
716-681-7931
lehkelly@hotmail.com
Activities Dir.
Lynda Graham
716-741-3350
Club Photographer
Dan Krakowski 675-5880
Dave Spencer 353-2457
Face Book page Manager Dan Wroblewski
585-318-4480
Liaison for Out of Town Corvette Clubs
Mike & Lee Buccilli
716-648-2037

MARCH BIRTHDAYS:

*********************************************
Meeting every second Saturday of the month at
First Presbyterian Church (on hold)
9675 Main St. Clarence, NY, 14031
Meeting starts 7:00 p.m.
***********************************************
Visit us at: http://www.corvettesofbuffalo.com/
Send Newsletter Articles To: Dave Spencer
E-Mail: c7hotrod@gmail.com
Submissions must be in before the 27th
Late submissions will be published the following month.
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1st
4th

Bob Kaczmarek
Jim Cichocki

6th

Mike Blum

8th

Tracy Kowalski

10th

Lynn Kelly

12th

Ed Ehbauer

12th

Brian Wells

14th

Jeannette Masters

19th

Julia Kojsza

26th

Lynn Ienco

30th

Lee Singer

31st

Janice Alexander

31st

Grant Violino

Marty Link:
Ever wonder why
my 2012 Grand
Sport Convertible
has “The Last
Open Road” on
the back?

This logo came about from a book written by BS Levy over two decades ago. Burt is a writer/author/accomplished
now sometime racer/story teller/shameless self-promoter from Chicago, IL.
The logo and the book are both now
cult classics. TLOR is an easy and worthy read even if it is fiction as it covers the early days of road racing. This
story takes place in the fifties. It was a time in America where anything seemed possible and the horizon was wide
open. These were the times when open road races would take place all the time and enthusiasts would take their
European sport cars and put them to the test in places like Elkhart Lake, Bridgehampton, as well as Watkins
Glen. A good portion of the book mixes fact with fiction as it illuminates early 50’s racing venues like Watkins
Glen, WNY, plus a number of other real racing venues. Over the last decade I have conversed with Burt Levy a
number of times by email and in person at his Watkins Glen booth during the September US Vintage Racing
weekend. Burt mooches race car rides and wife Carol sells their books and associated items that are also available
on www.lastopenroad.com website. An article on Burt written by female racing legend Denise McCluggage is
attached as well as Burt’s two-page Vintage Motorsports article on Denise. She was a pioneer in opening doors
for women in racing and I thought even though these articles are not about Corvettes, they might liven up a pretty
dismal winter solstice! Let me know if you can somehow use these jpegs in a good size article for the January
newsletter. If anyone would like to sample of Burt’s monthly newsletter I could forward one to avoid being placed
on the mailing list! Best regards, Marty

Comments about
“Open Road” by
Denise
McCluggage,
known as “The
First Lady of
American
Motorsport”.

CORVETTES of BUFFALO

3

CORVETTES of BUFFALO

4

CORVETTES of BUFFALO

5

2021 Corvettes of Buffalo Member Benefits
Sales Benefits
- New 2021 & 2022 Corvettes at MSRP
- $500 off the Van Bortel price on used Corvettes
- $500 under invoice for all other new vehicles including Chevrolet, Ford, and Subaru
(excluding certain models at manager’s discretion)
- $500 off any used vehicle at any of the Van Bortel Dealerships

Service & Parts Benefits
- 1 Free oil change for 1 Corvette per year, excluding Corvettes with a dry sump oil system
where the first 6 quarts will be free (5w30 Dexos or Mobil 1 engine oil and AC Delco
engine oil filter)
- 1 Free NYS inspection for 1 Corvette per year
- 15% discount on Corvette Labor
- 15% discount on OEM GM Corvette Parts
- 15% discount on Enclosed Trailer Service
- 15% discount on OEM parts and labor for all other vehicles at any Van Bortel
dealership

-Must present your COB Membership card to receive these benefits
For any questions or more information
Please contact your Corvette Team at 585-22-CHEVY
at Van Bortel Corvette
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If you think performance
Corvettes are just a guy
thing, think again! Meet
Amelia Hartford, who
has a 1200 hp twin turbo
C8 that lists as a world’s
horsepower record. She
has her own YouTube
videos and can also be
seen on Facebook,
Instagram, and others.
She thrives on
horsepower and has
grown up with hot cars.
Amelia can be seen in many videos working on her C8 Corvette (as well as earlier ones with other exotics). It
has not been without serious problems, including once when it caught fire. Another episode highlights her
modifications that end with a blown engine. She points out that GM has been very cooperative in working with
her to fix the problems. Maybe they too are interested in just how much abuse a heavily modified LT2 engine
can take. None the less, googling her name will bring up a lot of videos that show just how much she loves
horsepower and speed. And you may have guessed, while no shrinking violet, she also has done some modeling
gigs….
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For up-to-date info,
check online at:
The National Council
of Corvette Clubs, Inc.
~ NCCC
(corvettesnccc.org)

NCCC News: Ray Schafer(our NCCC representative)
The Future Corvettes Owners Association (FCOA) was
developed by NCCC for the under 16 Corvette enthusiasts
and is the youth organization of NCCC. It is a unique
"Corvette Club for Kids" formed to interest the younger
generation in the Corvette hobby.
FCOA is the foundation of NCCC's 21st century!
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Chevrolet vehicles paced all three
NASCAR national touring series
races at Daytona International
Speedway. The season-opening
races were paced by different
Chevrolet models powered by
Chevrolet Cup Series racing
engines. Chevrolet’s three pace
vehicles produce a cumulative
1370 horsepower.
distinct variant of Chevy’s famed 6.2L
small block V-8 engine with ties to

Corvette Museum News: John Meyerhoff

Part of the National Corvette Museum’s mission is to educate the public on Corvette, and that mission is now offered in the form of a game with the
help of Amazon’s Alexa. Anyone with an Alexa-enabled device can participate in the new Corvette trivia game simply by saying “Alexa, Play Corvette
Trivia.” (note: on some devices you may have to enable or turn on this feature within your Alexa app)
Alexa will ask you a series of Corvette history questions and the game keeps up with your points as you play. After each question are additional facts
and details, allowing you to dive deeper into the various stories behind Corvette through each question. Players get three wrong answers before they
are out… but don’t worry, you can play as many times as you like.
“The tech committee was brainstorming ways to engage with our enthusiasts and we were talking about different games you can do through Amazon,
so we looked up what it would take to build some skills,” shared Chris Huffman, IT Operations Manager. “One thing led to another and we create the
trivia game.”
Museum Educator Deb Howard plans to help in updating the trivia questions periodically, with some of the answers available through
the Vettecademy YouTube series. “We think our audience will enjoy mastering the questions and answers, so we’re excited to freshen those up,
giving them the opportunity to broaden their knowledge of Corvette and keep them entertained.”
Chris says they’re working on some additional new interactive applications for use in the Museum including augmented and virtual reality. “Over the
years a lot of new, affordable options have become available for Museum use and we’ve been testing some of those out. We’re excited and hope to
roll out some new interactive offerings for our exhibits later this year.”
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Editor: this video can be found at (243) Vettecademy S2 Episode 17: VIN Numbers - YouTube
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More news from Gary in the UK:
Editor - A few facts about Pete:
He’s a retired tool and die
maker, is married to Rose, and
is regarded as a very
knowledgeable gearhead by
both the Corvette clubs he is
in. He was in our prior club
when I joined in 1971-72 and is
a heck of a nice guy.

From: Gary Watts Removals <garywattspianoremovals@gmail.com>
To: @EMAIL ALERT! <peterricigliano@aol.com>
Sent: Sun, Feb 7, 2021 11:11 am
Subject: Test drive
Hi peter, semi dry roads so went for 35 miles round trip, cut short because the salt trucks are out gritting the
roads. Running really smooth now she has had plugs and a run to clear her pipes out. She handles well, flat in
the curves, plenty of power and plenty fast enough. Starts without even turning over when hot. Love the car
pete you did a great job. A few niggles i need to sort, I need to adjust driver’s window as can see a gap at top
when fully wound up, i think that is adjustable. The worst thing and I wonder if the shippers have damaged the
shift lock by forcing it as the shifter or shift rods or linkages rattle really loudly especially under acceleration. I
wonder if they had been forced by someone not reading your notes in the car. I may be able to buy a bush kit
or stop movement somehow once I get underneath it. Box seems lovely though and all shifts well, the exhaust
note is perfect and I just love the car, random guy asked for a pic and loads double take as it is a rare car over
here... can’t wait to get out again but will be icy and salty for a few days. She’s a beaut Pete! Thank you again.

Your uk vette friend, Gary

When Pete gets tired of this one and
decides to get something different, will
we see this going to Australia?
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A LOOK AT MEMBERS JOHN MEYERHOFF AND MARY
CAROL PLOTT (in Florida):

Top (left) the couple and (right) John’s Jetstream Blue 2008
Z06, one of 5 Corvettes he owns
Middle: Mary Carol’s 2001 Torch Red Z06, one of 3 Corvettes
she now owns after trading in another for a C8
Next: one bay in her garage with John’s ‘69 Conv (on the lift), ,
and John’s ’08 below it, and her ’81 coupe
Bottom left: In another bay she has a ’71 Warbonnet Yellow
Conv. that she is designing a special cover for.
Bottom right: the car and color that Mary Carol has coming.
Sylvester Stallone bought this one.
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The home Mary Carol shares with John: The pepper plants grow quite enormous there. Also displayed are some
of the trophies and mementos received over the years.
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And now a word from John Meyerhoff:
Hi Folks. People here in Lake Placid, Florida (named by Melville
Dewey of Lake Placid, NY and the creator of the Dewey Decimal System we all learned in school) don't like to
brag about this beautiful part of Florida on the south end of the Lake Wales Ridge, loaded with 59 fresh water,
Bass filled lakes, because we’re selfishly trying to keep it this way!!! But I was lucky enough to meet Cleveland
native Mary Plott back in 2005 at a car show. She found the place while looking for a retirement home for her
and her late husband back in 1997.
She lost her husband in 2002 and I was swinging in the wind after losing the love of my life several years
earlier, we are both Corvette enthusiasts, so it was a match made in heaven and we are a couple!!
MC, as she is known, became a member of COB, and helped me out several summers with the COB shows
and Caravans that I chaired. Between us we had a total of 10 Corvettes of all the existing generations We’re
down to 8 now, but the big news here is that MC sold her gorgeous 67 Marina Blue 427 tri-power coupe and is
about to turn it into a Rapid Blue 2021!! The order is now at the factory and we're told she'll have the car in 30
to 45 days!!
MC and two of her friends started an open car club show known as the Lake Country Cruisers nearly 20
years ago. When they decided they had had enough, 6 or 8 years ago, I stepped up to keep it going. I
maintain an email list of 86 members and function as communicator and master of ceremonies for the shows.
and we have several volunteers who help put the shows on!! In recent years, we have moved the monthly
show to The American Legion Post 25 parking lot and it has worked out well for the club and the Legion
Post!! Last year before the Virus took over, we had a couple shows with over 100- cars registered!! Then the
Virus struck and the Post was closed down from March till June. Our car show schedule in Florida is basically
from October to May. During the day in the summer, it's just too hot!!
We were glad to host Kevin and Holly Wyse for a visit several weeks ago and were able to direct them to a
very capable mechanic and friend of ours at an auto repair shop nearby on RT 27. If you ever need that kind
of help and you're in our area, call Tom at Tech Automotive, at 1 863-385-1988.
Two weeks ago we held our February Lake Country Cruisers show at the Legion. We had 64 cars register,
our biggest show so far this season. Our numbers this year have been cut in half as a result of peoples'
hesitancy to go out. Dave Spencer and Bernie came over from Sarasota and enjoyed the show, meeting
people and taking pictures. They spent the day with us and it was really great to see them. They are only an
hour and a half away, so I'm hoping we'll get together again...
We feel very fortunate to be in Florida!! It has been a great winter, weather wise and life has returned to
some degree of normalcy. Yes, we still put on masks when we go to Wal Mart or a large grocery store, but not
for outdoor activities. We have had several friends who contracted the virus, but they have all recovered and
our Friday night Dominos group, (three other couples who are all Vette owners) has continued with only one
missed week!
I hope all is well in Western New York and that COB will be back at full speed by summertime. More about
Corvette activity in Highlands County next month!!
Save the Wave!
John M.

Okay…. Dave saved this
photo for last. It is me
with a showroom car
like the one I’ll be
getting. Stallone, that
will be my taillights you
see! MC
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Editor’s Note: Car shows for me
are always a pleasure. As you
know, a camera is pretty much
a body part when I’m walking
around. All kinds of vehicles
interest me, with Corvettes
near the top (the exotics and
the truly one of a kind unique
are at the top). But, equally
important are the owners and
builders that have created
them. Listening to what they
have to say is priceless!

Meet Rhoni and Chris: Rhoni with the Sebring Orange C7 and Chris with the Maroon C1 (1961). When Bernie and I
arrived at car show, sponsored by the Lake Country Cruisers in Lake Placid, Florida, we saw a sea of faces, almost all
without a mask. It wasn’t until I saw this couple, who hail from the eastern coast of Florida, that we actually felt
more comfortable talking to close up. They brought both the cars you see and Rhoni has family here, that we met
while “dining” in the onsite American Legion cafeteria. Both of them are aerospace engineers and it’s refreshing to
see a young couple observing mask protocol even though it was a mainly outside event. During the event, it did start
raining, which prompted a mad dash for some to put up their convertible tops and for others to head for the Legion
building, tent or whatever. This prompted Chris to mention his C1 top is not the best for keeping the driver dry, a
problem pretty much solved in later years. Chris and I must shop at the same place, because I have that same shirt.
Rhoni and I have something also in common too, besides the Sebring Orange color choice you see, since we both
have a Chevrolet C8 on order and expect them within a couple months. She promises to send us photos when her
new C8 beast shows up.
More about the show: it was our own John Meyerhoff (who helped continue the Lake County Cruiser club started by
Mary Carol and friends) that was on the microphone announcing things. Both he and Mary Carol Plott brought two
of their Corvettes to the show. Later Bernie and I also got share pizza at Mary Carol’s nearby canal side home, where
she and John live with a number of Corvettes.
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Tire Shortage
Currently Impacting
Corvette C7 Owners

•
•

BY DAVID FINLAY
— FEB 20, 2021

Owners of some Chevy Corvette C7 models who require replacement rear tires may face delays due
to low supply, GM Authority has learned.
Here’s what happened: all tire manufacturers were affected by factory shutdowns in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, tire supply worldwide fell to sub-optimal figures. Once production
started back up, tire manufacturers began to focus on replenishing stocks at resellers and
distributors.
As it stands, tire makers currently seem to be prioritizing refilling stocks of mainstream tire sizes,
rather than the comparatively niche sizes used on the C7 Corvette. As a result, most tire companies
that typically supply tires for the C7 are either not producing tires that would fill most variants, or have
only recently started to do so. Luckily, not all models of the Corvette C7 are impacted by the situation.
For instance, the C7 Stingray and its 285-30-20 rear tires are not affected. However, supply of rear
tires for all other C7 model variants – the C7 Z06, C7 Grand Sport and C7 ZR1, is minimal, if not nonexistent. All three models run on 335-25-20 rears.
The problem here is that the 335-25-20 is a very unusual size when taking into account the auto
industry. Understandably, the manufacturers have decided to focus on replenishing stocks of smaller,
more popular tires which are in outstandingly greater demand.
Luckily, not all models of the Corvette C7 are impacted by the situation. For instance, the C7 Stingray
and its 285-30-20 rear tires are not affected. However, supply of rear tires for all other C7 model
variants – the C7 Z06, C7 Grand Sport and C7 ZR1, is minimal, if not non-existent. All three models
run on 335-25-20 rears.
As of this writing, the only rear tire suitable for Corvette C7 models other than the Stingray that’s not
on back order appears to be the Michelin Pilot Sport AS3+, which has returned to production only
within the last month. Other tires in this size made by Michelin, Bridgestone and Continental are
simply not available at most, if not all, tire retailers and resellers around the United States.
“The issues are related to our spring shutdowns and higher than expected demand in the fall,” a
spokesperson for Continental Tire told GM Authority in a statement.
Luckily, the situation should be changing very soon, as those familiar with the matter tell us that
production of the 335-25-20 rear tires suitable for the Z06, Grand Sport and ZR1 could be restarted
as soon as as mid-March, meaning owners will have to wait patiently for delivery.
Be sure to subscribe to GM Authority for Corvette C7 news, Corvette news, Chevrolet news and highperformance GM news coverage.
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Editor’s Note: Local Small Businesses are the backbone of our
Communities and are hurting in these Covid times. Please use them!
Remember, buy American if you can! Just
look what they did with the Corvette!
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N
Matthew J. Sotland, CFP®
Senior PIM Portfolio Manager
Senior Vice President – Investment Officer
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
2019 Forbes Top Next Generation Advisor**
Direct:716-810-5035
Kevin J. Meehan, CRPC®
Senior Vice President –Investment Officer
PIM Portfolio Manager
CHARTERED RETIREMENT PLANNING COUNSELOR™
2019 Forbes Top Next Generation Advisor**
Direct:716-810-5043
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C.O.B. wishes to continue its thanks to the companies
below. Their past charitable help was greatly appreciated!
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A Review: Greek and Mediterranean cuisines are
recommended to taste at this restaurant. Order
mouthwatering chicken souvlaki, doner kebabs and
souvlakia. Olive Tree offers you perfectly cooked
pudding, pancakes and ice cream. Try the delicious
coffee offered here.. The cozy atmosphere of this place
allows guests to relax after a hard working day.
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AAA Inspector Notes
Fine dining meets unsurpassed hospitality at this elegant restaurant. Offering quality steaks and seafoods including
the ever-popular cold shellfish tower for two with one-half rock lobster tail, King crab legs, oysters, littleneck clams
and jumbo shrimp. The 16-ounce New York strip steak, 28-ounce bone-in rib-eye, 14-ounce center-cut pork chop,
New Zealand lamb or Atlantic salmon top the list of favorites. Enjoy a cocktail in the high-energy lounge.
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We are a 3rd generation family owned and operated pest control company.
We pride ourselves on our service and commitment to the industry.

GET YOUR AD HERE, WHERE IT CAN BE
SEEN BY MANY CORVETTE AND AUTO
ENTHUSIASTS!
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NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE AD FORM
Corvettes of Buffalo offer ad space in its monthly newsletter, on its website and
on our Facebook page. Please review existing ads and newsletters at
www.corvettesofbuffalo.com.
Our ad rates for one year, beginning with receipt of payment, are:
BUSINESS CARD 1/8 page
¼ page
½ page
Full page

$40.00
$75.00
$135.00
$250.00

Any questions. Please contact: Sue Blum- 716-903-5753
Email: seb195@roadrunner.com
Thank you in advance for your support of CORVETTES of BUFFALO.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please complete: BUSINESS NAME________________________________
CONTACT PERSON_____________________________
PHONE #
________________________________
Please make checks payable to: Corvettes of Buffalo
Mail to:
Corvettes of Buffalo
P.O. Box 161
West Seneca, New York 14224
INCLUDE: 1) Business card and/or art work
2) Completed form
3) Payment

Office Use: Date Received__________1 yr. notification date_______
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